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¡Bienvenidos de nuevo!  On behalf of 
the USHLI Board of Directors, I welcome 
you to the 2023 United States Hispanic 
Leadership Institute’s 41st National 
Conference.  This year, USHLI kicks off its 
fifth decade of passionately promoting 
leadership through education.  Latinos 
in the United States are the emerging 
majority.  As an emerging majority, 
we have a responsibility to prepare 
ourselves to lead and govern in every 
professional field.  Fueled by passion and 
principle, the USHLI founders forged the 
organization with a vision of equitable 
leadership through education.  Through 
education, USHLI has relied upon our 
system of democratic government – a 
system designed to give voice to all - to 
empower those historically oppressed 
by the dominant culture.  More recently, 
our system of democratic government 
has come under attack, and is reliant on 
the support of passionate and principled 
leaders.  This year’s theme is “Acelerando 

el progreso latino/Accelerating Latino 
Progress.”  Accelerating Latino Progress 
is essential to fulfill our responsibilities as 
the emerging majority, and to protect the 
institutions that we rely upon to ensure 
equitable justice for all.  Education will 
open the doors of leadership opportunity 
in whichever field you choose.  This is an 
exciting time for our emerging majority to 
accelerate equitable justice by accelerating 
our progress.  We invite you to make 
the most of the 2023 USHLI National 
Conference, as the entire USHLI Team has 
once again put together an exciting and 
educational program that will inspire each 
of us to accelerate our progress.  The 2023 
USHLI National Conference brings us 
back together to experience the power of 
convocation, and realize the progress our 
communities deserve.  The 2023 USHLI 
National Conference will be historic, and 
together we will make history.  ¡Acelera el 
progreso latino!

Hon. John M. Haroldson Suárez 
USHLI Board Chairman

MESSAGE FROM THE 

CHAIRMAN
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Open Letter from the President

Dr. Juan Andrade

We’re back! And we’re especially glad 
you’re here. It’s been three years since 
our last in-person conference in February 
2020. Two “virtual” national conferences 
offered powerful programs but lacked the 
elements of that made this conference 
different from all the rest – the excitement, 
constant networking, the high energy, 
the electricity that filled the air when we 
packed the ballrooms twice a day. Now, 
February 2023, we’re going to “build back 
better!”

Our first national conference was in 
November 1983. We expected 300 
participants and 674 showed up! We knew 
we were on to something big. By 1987 
the word was out and the first presidential 
candidates came to address the 
conference and our attendance grew. The 
next president of the U.S. came in 1991, 

blew off the roof, and our conference 
was on its way to national prominence! 
For 27 years, from 1993-2020, the USHLI 
conference annually attracted over 
5,000-6,000 participants, mostly college 
students and young professionals from 
40 states, and remained the premier 
conference of choice for an entire 
generation of leaders. An estimated 
150,000 emerging young leaders and 
activists made life-changing decisions 
and found life-long relationships at our 
national conference and are in leadership 
positions today throughout the country.

COVID-19 derailed much of what we had 
achieved for nearly 40 years, but a revival 
of what the USHLI conference was before 
COVID is at hand today. We’re counting 
on you to help us rebuild and restore the 
spirit, energy, and power of the greatest 
national conference for young leaders in 
the nation! Thank you.

Dr. Juan Andrade, Jr.
USHLI President

AN OPEN LETTER FROM 

THE PRESIDENT



6



7

For your lifelong advocacy against world hunger, 

poverty, and disease; your distinguished public service 

career as a two-term county supervisor in Orange 

County, California; as the third longest serving director 

of the Peace Corps; as United Nations Ambassador 

for Food and Agriculture; as senior vice president for 

Edison International Southern California Edison; and 

nationally prominent motivational speaker.

Amb. Gaddi H. Vasquez      
Former U.S. Ambassador, U.S. Department 
of State

NATIONAL HISPANIC HERO 

AWARD
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Francis  D. Gómez   
Business Partner, Latin Insights, LLC

DR. HENRY L. (HANK) LACAYO 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 

MEDALLION

For your illustrious career of 50+ years as a foreign 

service officer, in academia, Corporate America, and 

the non-profit sector, and involvement in advancing the 

Hispanic community as founding chair of Hispanics XXI, 

co-founding member of NALEO and National Association 

of Hispanic Journalists and National Hispanic Leadership 

Agenda, and advising in the development of many other 

Hispanic initiatives.
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Heladio “Lalo” Zavala  
Chief Executive Officer, Midwest Association of 
Farmworker Organizations - MAFO

CESAR E. CHAVEZ COMMUNITY 

SERVICE MEDALLION

For your years of working to feed the people of America 

as a farmworker and your 50 years of service as an 

advocate for the farmworker community as state 

director of United Migrant Opportunity Services in 

Minnesota, as executive director of the Minnesota 

Migrant Council, and as CEO of the Midwest 

Association of Farmworker Organizations.
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Sr. Norma S. Pimentel, M.J.  
Executive Director, Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley

DOLORES C. HUERTA WOMAN 

OF COURAGE MEDALLION

For your decades of working to provide food, shelter, 

and other necessities to migrants entering the United 

States, especially the children, and for speaking truth 

to power against the cruelty of separating children of 

all ages from their parents as executive director and 

licensed professional counselor for Catholic Charities of 

the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas.
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Hon. Delia C. Ramirez   
Congresswoman IL-3rd District 
U.S. House of Representatives

WILLIAM C. "WILLIE" 

VELASQUEZ TRAILBLAZER 

AWARD

For your years of service in leadership roles in social 

service agencies, non-profit advocacy groups, and local 

community-based organizations, as an immigration 

reform champion, serving two terms in the Illinois 

House of Representatives, and now the first Hispanic 

woman in Illinois elected to serve in the United States 

House of Representatives and the first in the entire 

Midwest region.
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Nilda R. Morales-Sandoval, 
Dr.h.c., OTR, MS  
President & CEO, SER de Puerto Rico

HONORABLE DR. ANTONIA 

C. NOVELLO HUMANITARIAN 

MEDALLION

For your 40+ years of distinguished service 

as president and CEO of the Education and 

Rehabilitative Society of Puerto Rico, an 

occupational therapist, and university professor, 

for your commitment to creating programs and 

promoting services for people with disabilities, and 

your volunteer efforts to combat human trafficking 

in all its forms and defend human rights.
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Major General José  J. Reyes  
Adjutant General of Puerto Rico & Commanding 
Officer, Puerto Rico National Guard

HONORABLE DR. ANTONIA 

C. NOVELLO HUMANITARIAN 

MEDALLION

For your distinguished career of 38 years of military service, 

appointed Adjutant General of the National Guard of 

Puerto Rico and commanding officer of the National Guard, 

receiving considerable recognition for your extraordinary 

and meritorious service to the people of Puerto Rico, 

during hurricane Maria, the January 7, 2020 6.4 magnitude 

earthquake with the creation of Tent Cities to shelter residents 

of the five affected southern towns,  and more recently 

hurricane Fiona and the Covid 19 emergency health crisis in 

between those natural disasters.
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FEATURED SPEAKERS

Noel Candelaria 
Secretary/Treasurer

National Eduation Association

Jacqueline S. Camacho-
Ruiz 
CEO

JJR Marketing
Author, Publisher, Pilot

Hon. Henry G. Cisneros 
Former U.S. Secretary

U.S.Department Housing & Urban 
Development

Amb. Gaddi H. Vasquez  
Former U.S. Ambassador
U.S. Department of State

Melody Gonzales  
Executive Director

White House Initiative on 
Advancing Educational Equity, 

Excellence, and Economic 
Opportunity for Hispanics

U.S. Department of Education
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr. 
Undersecretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense

Hon. Susana A. Mendoza 
Comptroller

State of Illinois

Robert Santos 
Director

U.S. Census Bureau

Hon. Celina Villanueva 
State Senator, IL-11th District

Illinois State Senate
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WELCOME SPEAKERS

Hon. Alma E. Anaya 
Commissioner, 7th District

Cook County, IL

Hon. Cristina Pacione-
Zayas, PhD 

State Senator IL-20th District
Illinois State Senate

Hon. Michael D. 
Rodriguez 

Alderperson, 22nd Ward
City of Chicago
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2024 USHLI 
National Conference
February 15-18, 2024

SAVE THE DATE
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FORUM I: PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES: LIDERESAS 

EN ACCIÓN

PANELISTS

MODERATOR

Hon. Alma E. Anaya
Commissioner, 7th District

Cook County, IL

Co-Sponsor: 

Hon. Mara 
Candelaria Reardon
Deputy Director Of Public 

Engagement
U.S. Department of 

Commerce, NTIA

Claudia E. Chavez
Special Assistant to the 
President for Candidate 

Recruitment
The White House 

Melody Gonzales 
Executive Director
WHI on Advancing 
Educational Equity, 

Excellence, and Economic 
Opportunity for Hispanics 

U.S. Department of 
Education

Sol A.Ortega
Senior Advisor for Public 

Engagement 
White House Office of 

Public Engagement
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FORUM II: DIVERSITY ,  EQUITY ,  & INCLUSION: 

PRACTICAL INTENT  & REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS

PANELISTS

MODERATOR

Stefany Jacobo
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Specialist

US Foods

OPENING SPEAKER

Monica Diaz
President & Principal

D&I-MD

Celeste Carrasco 
Director of Public Affairs

AT&T, Inc.

Noel Candelaria 
Secretary/Treasurer

National Education Association

Octavio A. Delgado 
Chief of Staff, DBTT Digital EV 

Commerce &Energy
General Motors

Co-Sponsor: 
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FORUM III:  AFRO-LATINO POWER &  INFLUENCE

MODERATOR

Yvette Pena
Vice President, ODEI Audience Strategy

AARP

PANELISTS

Cid Wilson
President & CEO

Hispanic Association on Corporate 
Responsibility

Marco Davis
President & CEO

Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
Institute

Peggy Carrera
Director for Linehaul Engineering

FedEx Ground

Co-Sponsor: 
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FORUM IV: GEN Z |  THE POWER OF YOUNG 

LATINO VOTERS

MODERATOR

Elizabeth Cervantes Trujillo
Co-Founder & Director of Organizing

Southwest Suburban Immigrant Project

PANELISTS

Cristina Tzintzún Ramirez
President

NextGen America

Chuck Rocha
President, Solidarity Strategies 

Co-Host, "The Latino Vote"

Dr. Laura Barberena
Owner

VIVA Politics, LLC
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FORUM V: THE WHAT ,  WHY ,  &  HOW FOR 

UPWARD MOBILITY

MODERATOR

Jorge Ferraez
Publisher/President

Latino Leaders Magazine

PANELISTS

Alicia Ponce
Founder & Principal

AP Monarch

Demetrio Garcia
VP Business Development 

Golden Hill Foods

Rebecca Martinez 
O’Mara

Member Board of 
Directors, Kadant 

President, Industrial 
Services

Stanley Black & Decker

Anne Alonzo
Independent Board 

Director, Potlatch Deltic
Board member, Feeding 

America
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Co-Sponsors:

FORUM VI: EXTRACTING POWER FROM THE 2020 

CENSUS 

PANELISTS

MODERATOR

Lydia Camarillo
President

Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project

OPENING SPEAKER

Robert Santos 
Director

U.S. Census Bureau

Lourdes M. Rosado 
President & General Counsel 

LatinoJustice 

Mark Hugo Lopez 
Director of Hispanic Research

PEW Research Center

Ana Valdez 
President & CEO

Latino Donor Collaborative
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WORKSHOP PRESENTERS

Marlen Mendoza 
Independent Policy 
Consultant

Giraldo Luis Alvaré 
Communications Specialist 
| Eastern Region
FedEx Ground

Jacqueline S. 
Camacho-Ruiz 
CEO
JJR Marketing

Jaime Carias 
Author, Civic Engagement 
and Fellow
USC Annenberg School 
for Communication & 
Journalism

Gabriel Chavez 
Sr. Manager, Asset 
Management
Corporate Programs 
Engineering
Constellation

Dr. Maria Chavez-
Haroldson 
Founder & CEO
EDI Consulting, LLC

Alma L. Guajardo-
Crossley 
Director, Corporate 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
General Motors

Julieta Cordova Perez 
Deputy District Attorney
Washington County District 
Attorney's Office, OR

Dr. José Ángel 
Gutierrez 
Professor Emeritus
University of Texas 
Arlington

Marisel Herrera 
CEO | Consultant | Speaker| 
Author
Marisel Speaks
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WORKSHOP PRESENTERS

Diana Ortega 
Lansing Delta Township 
Assembly
Paint Shop Business 
Manager/BPD Coordinator
General Motors

Victor Montemayor 
Senior Staff Attorney
Integrated Defense Practice
Brooklyn Defender Services

Janet Padilla 
Chief Operating Officer
Ford Next Generation 
Learning

Magin Reyes 
Managing Director of 
Growth & Innovation
Constellation Generation

Jeff Rosenblum 
Deputy Director, Human 
Resources Branch
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC)

Dale Trevino, Ph.D. 
President
Trevino Mediation Services, 
LLC

Michelle Trevino 
Mediator/Counselor
Trevino Mediation Services, 
LLC

Galo Vera 
Director Retail Operations
Constellation

Martha Villegas 
Miranda 
Educator | Speaker | 
Activist
Martha Empowers

Daisy Tapia 
Bilingual Program Trainer
Willamette Education 
Service District
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Matthew Alex Alcala
GURNEE, IL

Concordia University 
Wisconsin

Valeria Anaya
CHICAGO, IL

Northwestern University

Jose Andrade Andino
CHARLOTTE, NC

Central Piedmont 
Community College

Cruz Antonio Aranda
NILES, IL

University Of Illinois 
Champaign Urbana

Isabella Chamorro
CHICAGO, IL

University of Wisconsin-
Madison

Jorge Collazo
LAREDO, TX

Texas International 
University

Erick Diaz
CALUMET CITY, IL

Loyola University 
Maryland

Karyme Font
PHILADELPHIA, PA

Pennsylvania State 
University

Arely Hernandez-
Jimenez
ALPHARETTA, GA

Georgia Sate University

Martha Abigail 
Martinez Morales
CHICAGO, IL

University of Illinois at 
Chicago

DR. JUAN ANDRADE ,  JR. SCHOLARSHIP FOR 

YOUNG HISPANIC LEADERS 



45

Jacqueline Meza
SOUTH ELGIN, IL

Dominican University

Daniela Isabel Murillo 
Miralda
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Indiana University–
Purdue University 
Indianapolis

Eric Yahir Perez
DETROIT, MI

University of Michigan - 
Ann Arbor

Isabella Pressler
STEGER, IL

Valparaiso University

Joana Melissa 
Regalado Hernandez
BLOOMINGTON, IN

Indiana University 
Bloomington

Javier Retana
SALEM, WI

University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee

Tiffany Julissa Soto
CHICAGO, IL

University of Kentucky

Aileen Vilchez
ELGIN, IL

Aurora University

DR. JUAN ANDRADE ,  JR. SCHOLARSHIP FOR 

YOUNG HISPANIC LEADERS 
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Co-Sponsor:

DR. JUAN ANDRADE ,  JR. SCHOLARSHIP FOR 

YOUNG HISPANIC LEADERS 

Brandon Arteaga 
FORT WORTH, TX 

Texas Christian University

Leticia Cervantes 
WEST LAFAYETTE, IN 

Purdue University

Eduardo Ocampo 
GLENDALE HEIGHTS, IL 

Milwaukee School of 
Engineering

Juliana Campolargo 
Hoyos 
AURORA, IL 

University of Illinois 
Chicago

Melody Fuentes 
LOS ANGELES, CA 

Stanford University
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431 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, SUITE 1203 | CHICAGO, IL 60605-1152 
PHONE: 312-427-8683 | WWW.USHLI.ORG 

Jose R. Ruano
Board Vice Chair

Jacquelyn Puente
 Board Secretary - Treasurer

Dr. Juan Andrade, Jr.
President, USHLI

Rey B. Gonzalez
President & CEO, El Valor

Gov. Bill Richardson
 Fmr. U.S. Ambassador & 

Fmr. Governor of NM

George Muñoz
Principal, Muñoz Group

Leticia (Tish) Ramirez
 Int’l VP, UFCW & Director, 

UFCW Region  6

Hon. John M. Haroldson Suárez 
Chairman of the Board

Board of Directors

Dr. Juan Andrade, Jr.
President 

Tammy L. Deavours
Executive Vice President

Adrian Calderon
Director, Community 

Outreach

Jose Javier Flores
Communications & Field 

Coordinator 

Alma Guillen Berta
Special Events Coordinator 

USHLI Staff






